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MOSCOW (AP — With
A B in|: ﬂ-lhh :l.l'h.'l i
booming shock wave, o
metieor blneed across the
wostern Siberian sky Fri-
diy and exploded with the
foreo of 20 nlommic bomba,
msuring more than 1,004
poople s it blasted out
windows and spread pankc
i i 1'51._'.' of 1 mnllion.
=~ While NASA estimated
i medoor was ondy about
the size of 0 bus and
winighod an estimated
TO00 tons, the fireball it
pﬁ-:luﬁnl worik dramuatie.
Video shot by starthod
resadents of the city of
Chelynhinsk showed its
greaming contrails na it
;|.n.1-el I!-u'.'..l.l'l.! i oo
post after sunorise, look-
imyr liko somicthing from
a world-encing sciene-
ficion T

Thz burpzest reconded
mebear strke 10 mone than
aceatury occurmed hours
belore o 1540-food astorod
E;Lm:d within about 17008
:'_-']1-.1 {25 00 keabometers)
ol Earth. The Europenn
Bpaco Agency said is
iperts had ditormined
thene wiks no connection
Between the nsteroid and
the Buessian meor — just
oA ool ncCIeTyon.

The musticor alsinve wiost-
o Siberia entered the
Earth’s atruosphere about

0 am. bocal time (10220
. EST Thursday) at
hypersonic spead of at lenst
R CCHD et {15, DO thi'
dned shatiered inko pieces
ahout 30-50 kilomotors (18
1032 muilosd high, the Kus-
mnn Academy of Sciences
s, WASA eetimnted 1ts
h!:rl,ﬂ-:Ejll gt 0,000 I:'|'|[I-|'i,

gaid it exploded about 12 to
15 miles high, released 300
to 500 kilotons of energy
and left o trail 300 milkes
long,

“There was panic. Peo-
ple had no idea what was
happening,” said Sergey
Hametov of Chelvabinsk,
abaout 1,500 kilometers
(930 miles) east of Moscow
in the Ural Mountaina.

“We svw o big burst of
light, then went outside
Lo s wohot it wins and
we heard o really loud,
thundering sound.” he tobd
T Associntod Press by
tebophane.

The shock wave blew
in mn estimated 100,000
gequane mebers (more than
1 million square fieot) of
glnss, according to city offi-
cinlz, who said 3,000 build-
ings in Chelyabinsk were
ll.l'ﬂl'l_'l.‘..“'l_'\(.l. At g Fine i':'b:'l::-r}',
part of the roof collnpsed,

The Interior Ministry
gaid about 1,100 peophs
sought modical care after
the shock wave and 48
were hospitalized, Most of

the injuries were caused by

flying glass, officials said.

Srientisis estimated the
micteor unleahed o force
20 times more powerful
than the Hiroxhima bomb,
although the spacs rock
exploded at o much higher
altitude. Amy Mainzer,

o sesentiet ot MASAS Jot
Propulsion Laboratory,
siid the atmosphere acted
a8 o ahdekl.

The shock wave may
huies alintlered WjTrd.ﬂ-'l-'-'ﬁ,
but “the atmosphere
absorbed the vast major-
ity of that energy,” she
g,
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Skyfall: Meteorite strikes Earth

More than 1,000 Russians
injured in blast 20 times
the force of atomic bomb

AP e

A moteorite contrail is seen over a village of Bolshoe Sidelnikove 30 mil
from Chelyabinsk, Russia Friday. A meteor streaked across the sky of the U
Mountains, causing sharp explosions and reportedly injuring around 1,000 pe
ple, including many hurt by broken glass.

Two space rocks hours
apart point 1o danger

CAPE CAMAVERAL, Fla, (AF)
= A gpace rock even bigger
than th miateor that axploded
Eko an atem bomb over Russla
could drop out of the sky unan-
mouncdd &t ary tima and weak
havos on o city. And Hodhrwood
to the contrary, thero Bn't much
the world's sciontists and gen-
orals can do about it

Bt some formar astronauts
want 1o ghao the world a fighting
chanca.

Theyre hopoful Friday®s
coamic colncidonco — Earth's
closa baush with a 150-foot
astercid, hours after (ho 49-Toot
mtaad struck in Russia = will
draw attantion to the dangons
lurking in cuter space and lead
o aciicn, such b botter dolec-
tion and tracking of astenchds.

Read more of this story
aniine af heraldnndnows.com/
membors

How often do meteorites hit Earth?

Exparts say smallor sirikos hoppen five 1o 10
tirmes 4 yoor Lange mateors such os this ong in
Russia on Friday o ranes, but S8l cocur aboul
ovory fivie yoars, according to Addi Bischoll, o
minaralogist at the University of Muensier in Ger
many. Most of them fall over uninhabibed arcas
whena they don't infure humans,

How big was Friday's meteor and why
did it cause s0 many injuries?

Balora it entored the atmosphare, Uha migbeo:
waa about 49 feal in diameler and had o mass o
about 7,000 tons, MASA says.

Whal's the difference between a
meteor and a meteorite?

Mateors ara plecas of Space rock, usunlly
from langer comats o aalaroads, which enler the
Earth's stmosphana, Many oo bumed wup by fric
tion and tha hoat of the atmosphens, but those
that survive and sirke tha Earth ans callid msle
orites. Thay often hit the ground al remendous
spoad — up o 18,650 mph = roleasing a huge
amount of enargy, according to the Europaan
Space Agency.



